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East German
Irawler Stubnitz
{inset) is one of
the festival's
three venues

Quirk experience

muun;_ out that Navignte, a

Tour-day Testival of live an,

mkc:- place over three venues
doesn't really do justice o its scale.
One of those venues is the cavernous
BALTIC, while ancther is the ship
Swbnite (a former East German
factory trawler) and the third will be
a bus. Or, mose specifically, a bus
tour — conducted at night through the
slumbering streets of Mewcasile and
Gaieshead (o the accompamiment of a
highly unusual soundirack,

Visitors to Tyneside this weekend
could be forgiven for thinking the
region is permanently devoted 1o
surreal performance. Swroll around
the Quayside from Thursday onwards
and it"s odds-on you'll bump into one
of 17 performers and collectives from
around the world here o engage in
antics as diverse and intriguing as

The Navigate festival brings
an extended air of surreality
to Newcastle and Gateshead

paper-shredding (the obsession of
artist Sachiko Abe), dancing with salt
{Fiona Wright's favoured means of
expression) and standing on an
elevated plinth for two-hour streiches
while lcaning against a long spear
(Melati Suryodarmao). The question
that inevitably anses is: “Why?

“The idea for the festival came from
an Arts Council initiative o increase
the profile of live and performance
an in England,” explains Ben Pontin
from Aming, one of the four
vrganisations collaborating in the
production of Navigate. “The original

plan was that it should all 1ake place
n BALTIC but we quickly realised
the event would be bigger than one
venue could accommeodate, Rather
than seatter it around Newcastle-
Ganeshead in static venues, we
wanted to keep it around the river.
From that came the idea of bringing
the Stubnite from the continent and
mooring it on the Tyne,"

o-curator Nicola Hood from
c BALTIC believes the festival,

two years in the pipeline, is
both an organisational coup and a
major celebration of an art form often
dismissed as bewildening. *1Its really
international; we've got antists from
the States and Japan alongside
regional artists. The festival is
grounded in live performance so
there's nio chance of it transferring
elsewhere, It's unigue 1o the region.”

Five older members of the

MNewcastie and Gateshead
communities wer |
on a boat at dusk for Tudight.
They speak of their hopes and
fears in an unusual film that its
makers - Anglo-irish digital
artists Desperate Optimists -
hope reflects the ebb and flow
of local life.

Mew York performance ariist

Karen Finkey is known for her

Five highlights of the Navigate festival

3 Tim Miller is an American
gay man whose partner is
Australian. Delving the nature

artist Kira O'Reilly's skin in order
to produce a map

of travel,

separation and
bureaucracy,
Glory Box

In the form of

7| abody.

international struggle to live with
his lower.

4|.mcﬁ-ngpm-=i=amdmrm
notions of emotional distance

the wall in Mostaigia = inscribing
it with text and imagery,

PR b
of

ta 1n It, movi
around it and just listening to it.
Hi

very loose briel - "navigation”.

“The ancs we'ne n..|IL,' |r|.lngu|.x| by
are the new comimissions,” says
Hood. “Two works are going (o be
madde an the Stubnitz’s voyage over
from Holland, so the resulis are still
completely unknown, And we have
no idea yel where the coach tour is

going to take people.”

S0 would somebody stumbling
across Mavigate be cng.!gi:d or find it
esoteric and intimidating? “They"1l
find it appealing.” Hood promises.
‘Our molivation was (o make the
public mare interested in this aren
of practice, so londs of ushers are
going o be clued up on the works
and give oul more information. We
warnted (o make the festival atlenticn
grabhing, so works will be visible oo
ihe deck of the ship as you approach,
and one artist called Eve Dem is
going o hide hersell within the
architecture of both the BALTIC and
the Stubnite. 15 almost like o game
of hide and seck.”

That real-life staging of Where's
Wally? included, Pontin is confident
Mavigate will succeed in boosting
the accessibility of live art.

‘But at the same time we're not
trying to dumb it down,” he stresses.
“IUs intelligent work; it's all
interesting and a lot of it will provok:
people to consider things, Awdiences
are hungry for that kind of thought-
provoking art.” Helen Dulf
Thu fo Sun, varous wenues, Thu 4pm
to 2am, £5, £3 concs, Fi 11am to
midinight, Sal 10.30am fo midnight,
Sun 3.30pm to midnight, £10,
£8 concs, booking required.

Tal: 3197 232 1232
httpsiinavicatee.crg

Street, Newcastie upan Tym
i to 1am, free. Tet 0191 261
i Metro: Central Station

THEATRE
The Complete Works Of William
Shakespeate :Ahﬂdged:

: &eal of&hakespeamks?
. plays in 87 minutes = including
Hamilet in reverse

Uil Sat, Theatre Royal, Grey Street,
Mewcasthe upon Tyme, 7.300m, mats

i Thu 2pm and Sat 2.30pm, £7.50 to
i £17.50, concs available,

Ted: DB70 905 5060
hiatro: honument.

I v reducedshakespeans, co.uk

. The Chorus (12A)

AT TR I B sl e
teacher who wins the friendship
of his unruly pupils

I Tomnight, Alnwick Playhouse,
: Bondgate Without, Almick,
All participating artisis were givena -
. £3.50, concs avasabla,

Morthumbertand, 7.90pm, £4.50,
Tel: 01665 510785, |

| wwwrainwickplayhouse.oo Uk

CLUB

E Trashed

' New indie rock night with
- resident DJ Maru on the decks

Tanight, Revoiution, Colingwood
&, Bpm
5774,

BOOKING N

The Blank Dyke Band

c-elnbmhng rls 150th annhmmr_v
this year, The Black Dyke Band is
one of Britain's most acclaimed
brass ensembles with an
illustrious history that includes
Grammy and Oscar nominations.
its only North-East date this year
will include a broad range of
works with all irom the
event going to the charity
Mational Ghildren's Homes

Aug 27, Hall 1, The Sage Gateshead,
5t Mary's Square, Gateshead 2
Gateshead, 7.30pm, EB o £16.

Tel: 0191 443 4661

Meotro: Gateshead

wblar.kdykabdnd o0, Uk

RATINGS GUIDE
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Start The Day Catch up with cartoons This Life and Nemi, exercise your mind with our brain teasers and check your horoscope
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