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For their Summer Special techno/electro organization Voltt decided to move away from their homebase Paradiso, and throw their party at the MS Stubnitz, the German party ship that is moored in Amsterdam for two months. The lineup would be kept secret until boarding, but this didn't keep Voltt's loyal audience away from buying tickets en masse. The event was sold out already a week in advance and insiders claimed to know for sure that Richie Hawtin and Ricardo Villalobos would appear on stage. Were they right?
I was among the first load taking the ferry and boarding the Stubnitz. Thus I could take a good look around without being bothered by an enormous crowd.  I heard a lot of stories about the magical atmosphere on the boat but still it surprised me pleasantly. I can hardly describe it, but it sort of felt like I was entering another era. I expected it to be a bit colder and more modern but there was a beautiful wooden framework and a lot of cosy niches and corners to hang out in, and it was all split up in different levels and floors which made for a very special environment. The beautiful lighting contributed a lot too. And then there was the music...

In the lower room Lauhaus and Melon started spinning back to back. Their set did very well for warming up, not too hard but certainly not too slow, with tracks like Akufen - Deck The House. In the other room Bart Skils was doing equally well on his own. There seemed to be enough bars and the beer, infamous for tasting terrible, didn't fail in meeting expectations.
 
It was obvious whenever the next ferry arrived at the Stubnitz mooring: by the time you got to know everyone by face, a lot of new faces turned up all at once. At around one o'clock the majority of hands was on deck, the last people arrived from Dance Valley Festival with a lot of mud on their clothes, and the warming up turned into excessive partying.

'It was announced that one of the surprise DJ's would celebrate his birthday at Voltt, and who else could this be than Ricardo Villalobos?'
On his appearance on stage, he was welcomed by the traditional Dutch birthday song 'Lang zal ze leven', sang with an enormous enthusiasm. Villalobos also brought some friends to his party: Richie Hawtin and Luciano! These three true minimal heroes were going to play a back to back set for the rest of the night. A delightful prospect! In the upper room local talent Kostas Hom started spinning, but I was attracted like a magnet to the lower room by the three extraordinary gentlemen.
 
After a quieter, constructive start they played Wighnomy Brothers - Wombat and from then on the set went from climax to climax. True to form they played a lot of promos and brand new stuff, so it must have been an interesting night, even for the insiders. Unfortunately their accuracy couldn't keep up with the quality of the tracks. Villalobos and Hawtin were obviously tired after their gigs at Dance Valley and Nature One that weekend, but nobody seemed to care too much.  The numerous mistakes were overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of the audience, dancing and yelling and raising their hands. Getting tired of the dense crowd in the main room after a while, I decided to take a look in the upper room again, where I could take a seat on the side while enjoying Bart Skils, Melon and Lauhaus spinning their vinyl brilliantly. On their tasteful tracklist for instance was Vivianne Project Promo Strangers with Canada, laid on the decks by Skils. The sound in this room was better and there was a lot more space to dance, which was a welcome change to the heat and crowded lower one. The atmosphere was great here as well. Once I'd recovered I started to get curious about what was going on downstairs, so moved back there and walked into the excessive party again, still going strong.

In advance, no one knew how long the party would last, since the flyer mentioned "till very late". But at ten to four, the music suddenly stopped and the lights were switched off. A few minutes later there followed a loud alarm. Fewe realised what was going on. Was this an accident or did they do it on purpose? It was clear it was an accident when it took more than 10 minutes to solve the problem. Fortunately nobody panicked. I guess we were too surprised. After this long period of silence the first record was a huge multiple climax: the audience once again went crazy!

'Then a great number of delicious tracks followed, including Guido Schneider's Dark remix of Daniel Stefanik's Move Me'.
The end was quite abrupt. No need to say more about it. After this all the people moved back into the daylight and went their own way: either to an afterparty or home. I chose the latter and in bed I thought about a great night, where the music could have been slightly better, but the atmosphere had been unbeatable. Unless it must have been on another edition of Voltt that is!
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